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‘God has a mission for me’
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U.S. MARINE CORPS RESERVE
Ealhy Cluff and his family mowad from Anchorags, Alaska, to Newton, Miss., in 1999, He started taking classes and East Central Community Callags,
and joinad the U5, Marine Corps Resarve during his sophomore year, Cluff graduated in 2001, and started his own computer consulting firm in 2003 —
the sams yvear he want to work as an instructor at ECGC,
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Battalii, 14680 Maree, eadgrarferad in
Jrcksor, The walt wars achivated Jaw 4, and
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gt. Kelly Cluff of the U5 Marine
Corps Keserve sava his unit’s

deployment to Irag “is not a
negative thing.”

I fact, Before he left in January, the
East Central Community College
computer network technology instroctor
anid he was looking forward to serving his
country in Operation [ragi Freedom.

“M= n Christian, [ believe that God has a
mission for me and my family,” Clufl said.

*1 ko mot see going to [rang as a negative
thing. | view my missicn as an opportunity
toexperience o foreign country, new
customs, a different language, the Iragi
people — especially the Iragi children —
and to bond with my fellow Marines.

*] beliewe that God has a differen
mission for me. As o Sunday school
teacher and educational instructor, what
better way to experience avery differend
culture firom ewrs than doing so by alao
serving my couniry? 1 have the chance to
learn anid experience something new that
maost people do not have the opportunity
to experience.”

Ewven so, being away [rom his family for
A yvear or more will take a toll.

“It will be difficult, for sure, to be pany
fromm my family for such a long period of
tirne. | am very blessed with the family [
have. God sent three miracles to me —
my wife, the former Carla Jacome, amd my
two daughters, Emily, 11, and Katherine,
10, T lowe them wery much and will do
anything to Eeep them safe,” Cluff said.

“My girls, as 1 call them, know what |
hawe todo and they accept that by
sacrificing their own needs so Daddy can
help other kids in [rag.”

The girls knew Cluff might have to
serve the United States in dangerous
missions, They knew he might have togo
o Lran,

“Hut they also know that I'm proad to
represent my country in a military branch
| feel close fo. Soldiers in all military
branches have sacrificed their lives for the
United States and for other foreign
countries for the cause of freedom,” Cluf(
sitid,

“We, as American people, tend bo forget
about the saerifices on a daily basis. We
take it for granted that we can walk, talk
and deo things without having a
suppressive government watching us all
thie time.”
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186th ARW: The spirit
dates back 70 years

The wing alse operates counterdrug
aircrafl, providing nationwide support (o
law enforcement.

The 186th AEW participates in fre-
cquent joint operations with Maval Air Sta-
tion Meridian and Columbus Air Foree
Hase, and it helps the Meridian Airport
Authority with security measures and
runway and taxiway repairs.

The 186th ARW hosts presidential sup-
port aircrafl several fimes a year — pro-
viding security, fuel and other support.

The home of the 1868th, Key Field, is
the birthplace of air-to-air refusling,

Ap 1232 pom, on June 4, 1995, brothers
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